A public health and human rights emergency

Violence against women is a violation of their human rights and includes a wide
range of violations of women's human rights, such as trafficking in women and
girls, rape, wife abuse, sexual abuse of children, and harmful practices and
traditions that irreparably damage girls' and women's reproductive and sexual
health.

In addition, the social consequences of violence against women are staggering.
Violence against women is a public health emergency and a major cause of death
and disability for women 16 to 44 years of age!. It has been estimated that
violence against women is as serious a cause of death and incapacity among
women of reproductive age as cancer, and a greater cause of ill health than traffic
accidents and malaria combined.

All countries and all socio-economic groups are affected

Violence against women occurs in every country in the world. In Cambodia, 16
per cent of women are physically abused by their husbands; in the UK 30 per
cent are physically abused by partners or ex partners; this figure is 52 per cent in
the West Bank; 21 per cent in Nicaragua, 29 per cent in Canada, and 22 per cent
in the US2.

Based on several surveys from around the world, half of the women who die from
homicides are killed by their current or former husbands or partners. Women are
killed by guns, beatings and burns among numerous other forms of abuse®. A
study conducted in Sdo Paulo, Brazil reported that 13 per cent of deaths of
women of reproductive age were homicides; of which 60 per cent were committed
by the victims' partners®.

Although a majority of countries now have legislation that addresses domestic
violence, high levels of violence still persist. There is clearly a need for greater
focus on implementation and enforcement of legislation, and an end to laws that
emphasise family reunification over the rights of women and girls.

Violence against women

V¥ Involves a pattern of abusive and threatening behaviours, which includes,
physical, sexual, psychological, isolation, coercion, and intimidation

V¥ |s an exertion of male power and control over women,

¥ Is not caused by genetics or illness, but learned through observation and
reinforcement in both the family and society

WV Is reinforced by society’s acceptance that men have the right to control women
in relationships and the right to use force to ensure that control

Specific groups of women are more vulnerable to violence, such as indigenous
women, migrant women, women refugees, women in armed conflict, women with
disabilities, women in detention and institutions, female children, young women
and the elderly.

! UNIFEM, www.unifem.org/gender_issues/violence_against_women/facts_figures_2.php#
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S Where to Your national YWCA and World YWCA www.worldywca.org

ey United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) country offices and www.unfpa.org
>8_ f|nd more UNIFEM country offices www.unifem.org

_%D UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women

2 information: www.unhchr.ch
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